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muscles into action. Wlien the communication between a
muscle and the central nervous system is impaired by dis-
ease, the muscle, being unused, rapidly wastes away, and in
eases winch tend to recover there may be little muscle tissue
left by the time that the natural process of repair has re-
stored the integrity of the affected communication, so that
the paralysis is permanent. In such cases the physician is
able, by the aid of electricity, to give the paralyzed muscles
such regular exercise as suffices to keep them healthy until
the central nervous system has had time to regain its power
over them.

Electricity is often of great use also in eases of neuralgia,
rheumatism, painful spasm, etc. Thus, a nerve-trunk may
be in an unduly excitable condition, or may be conveying
to the brain impulses originating in a disordered peripheral
organ; by putting such a nerve into the electro tonic con-
dition, its excitability or conductivity may be modified in
such a manner as to stop the passage of such morbid im-
pulses, so relieving pain. It is easy to see, however, that
in such cases the character and direction of the current to
be employed are points requiring careful consideration; and
if used without knowledge the remedial agent may aggra-
vate instead of alleviating the morbid condition.

Electricity is also frequently employed for its chemical
and thermal effects. Electrolysis maybe set up in a tumor,
so initiating processes which stop its growth, or cause its
gradual destruction; or in an aneurism, to cause coagulation
of the blood and consequent consolidation of the aneurism.
For cauterizing purposes, also, in parts of the body difficult
of access, the electric current is frequently employed to heat
a wire previously placed in situ.

As an illuminating agent electricity is frequently em-old*   Ono
